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tenure of his office for ten years, the abbots of the House
were changed five times. Indeed, when Photius appointed
Santabarenus as the abbot, a man accused of being a
Manichaean, and who professed to be able to communicate
with departed spirits, many of the monks, if not all of them,
left their home. Nor was this the last assertion of the
. freedom of conscience for which this monastery was dis-
tinguished, and which makes it memorable in history.
Like other monasteries the Studion often served as a place
of correction for ofFenders whom it was expedient to render
harmless without recourse to the extreme rigour of the law.
Santabarenus, who has just been mentioned, was sent in
his wild youth, after narrowly escaping a sentence of death
at the hands of the Caesar Bardas, to this monastery in the
hope of being reformed in the orthodox atmosphere of the
House. In the reign of Leo VI. (826-912)5 an official
named Mousikos was sent hither to be cured of the pro-
pensity to accept bribes.1 In 9123 Gregoras and Choirosphacta
were obliged to join the brotherhood to repent at leisure for
having favoured the attempt of Constantine Ducas, domestic
of the Scholae, to usurp the throne of Constantine VII.
Porphyrogenitus when seven years of age.2
Several emperors sought the shelter of the Studion as
a refuge from danger^ or as a retreat from the vanity of
the world. Thither, in 1041, Michael V. and his uncle
Constantine fled from the popular fury excited by their
deposition of the Empress Zoe and the slaughter of three
thousand persons in the defence of the palace. The two
fugitives made for the monastery by boat, and betook them-
selves to the church for sanctuary. But as soon as the place
of their concealment became known, an angry crowd forced a
way into the building to wreak vengeance upon them, and
created a scene of which Psellus has left us a graphic account.
Upon hearing the news of what was going on, he and an
officer of the imperial guard mounted horse and galloped to
the Studion. A fierce mob was madly attempting to pull
down the structure, and it was with the utmost difficulty
that the two friends managed to enter the church and
1 Theoph, Cont. p. 362.	2 Ibid, p. 384..

